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Mr. STEELE, &c. 


Dear Sir, Ts L wy | 
A S T acquainted you with the Re- 


ceipt of the Criſis you was fo 
3 kind to ſend me, ſo I now can 
ſend you the agreeable News of the gene- 
ral Applauſe they have been read with by 
all Ranks, Sexes and Ages : The Gentry, 
with a ſurprizing Joy, remember our Glo- 
rious Deliverer, and thoſe worthy Patriots 
that reſcued, and reſcued, ſecur d to them 
their ancient Paternal Eſtates from arbi- 
trary Power in 1688; the Common Peo- _ 
ple feel within themſelves more than „ 
= they can fully expreſs, but yet demon- | 
| Qirate it by their Love to thoſe Deſcen- 

. AS _ 
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1 
dants among them, who inherit the Vir- 
tues as well as the Poſſeſſions of thoſe 
worthy Anceſtors; their Wives and 
Daughters have not an inferior Senſe of 
their Delivery from Nunneries; the Old R 


Men and Women with Fears, with lifted 
up Hands and Eyes, bleſs. their merciful 

God for having ſnatcht them from the 
_ fiery Trial of their Sincerity in his Reli- 
gion; and the Youth, toucht by their 


Parents Tears, are rowz'd to the Ambi- 
tion of imitating thoſe generous Souls 
whom God honour'd with being his In- 
ſtruments in bringing about, I may. juſtly | 
fay, that miraculous Deliverance. In 


ſhort, Mr. STEELE's Criſis hath put this 


County upon thinking; and by thinking, 


to be grateful to their Deliverers; and by 


being grateful, to deſire to 1mitate them: 
And I can aſſure you, that it hath rowz'd 
up ſuch a Spirit among us, that whenever 
the Pretender ſhall think fit to attempt the 
Poſſeſſion of theſe Crowns, he will meet 
with thoſe, who now look upon them- 
ſelves as born only for the Good of their 


Country; who now think it their Duty 


to ſpend their Eſtates in Defence of their 
Country % being by Heaven given them 
— ſolely 
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ſolely for that End ; who now believe it 
as a Fundamental, that by dying for their 

Country, they anſwer the End of their 
being brought into Being. 

Juſt as had finiſht this, a nei ohbour- 
ing Gentleman, Mr. Aldridge, came in, and 
told me, that Mr. STEELE, in ſeveral Ad- 
vertiſements of this Criſis, inſerted theſe 
Words, That no Power wharſoever can 
bar, alter, or make void the Succeſſion in 
the Houſe of Hanover; for which, he ſaid, 


he is liable to be proſecuted, upon the 


Statute of the 4th of her preſeat Majeſty, 
Chapter 8. which expreſly enacts, 


That if any Perſon oz Perſons ſhall mali⸗ 
ciouſly, adviſedly and direccly. by writing oz 


= ptinting, declare, maintain and affirm, that 
= the Kings oz Queens of England, with and by 


the Authozity of the Parliament of England, 


are not able to make Laws and Statutes of 


ſufficient koꝛce and validity, to limit and bind 


the Crown ok this Realm, and the Deſcent, 


Limitation.” Inheritance and Government 
thereof, every luch Perſon o2 Perſons ſhall be 


ES cuilty of Bigh Treaſon. Cc. And that in 
| Queen Elzabeth's Time it was made 


tg) Treaſcn (a) to affirm, That the Laws 


and Statutes do not bind the Right of the 


—_ 


(a) 13 Eliz. c 1. Sc. 1. 


Crown 
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Crown, and the Deſcent, Limitation, Jnhe- 


ritance oz Governance thereof, I was very 
much ſtartled. at this, but could not an- 


ſwer him; therefore I told him I would 
write: to you for your Opinion on fo 
weighty a Point: I pitcht on you before 
any other, becauſe the Gentleman. hath a 
very great Reſpect for you; and fo I doubt 
not your Opinion will very much PR 
with him, if contrary to his, as it will 
with me, if agreeable to his. In Expecta- 
tion thereof of your Anſwer, I remain, | 


Dear Sir, 


Detton, March 16. 3 
1713-14. Your faithful Friend, 


And 
Humble Servant, 
3 „ 
WILLIAM ROBINSON. 
oy 4 
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Dear Sir, 
ws af the 16th came to my Hands 


the 19th. And I aſſure that twas 


with an — Satisfaction I read 


3 that Mr. Steele's Criſis hath had fo bleſſed 
an Effect in your, County. I pray God . 
may produce the like in every other 


County. 
As to the Difficulty you propoſe: te to me 


Y about thoſe Words of Mr. Steele in ſeveral 


Advertiſements of his Criſis, that no Power 
whatſoever can bar, alter, or make void 
the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, 


for which, you ſay, Mr. Aldridge affirms, 
= Mr, Steele is liable to an Indidment upon - 
the Statute of the 4th, of this Queen, 


Chap. 8. which exprefly enacts, Ut if 


any Perſon 922 erſons hall mait- 


ctoufly, adviſedly, and directly, by 


\ Uiriting oz Pꝛinting. declare, main⸗ 
tain and affirm, that the Kings oz 


Queens of England, with and by the 


Authoꝛity of "the Parliament of 
Fes are not able to maße Laws 


| jy and Statutes of ſufficient Foꝛce 
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and Ualidity to limit and bind the 


Crown of this Realm, and the Def- 
cent, Limitation, Inheritance and 
Government thereof, every ſuch 
Perſon oz Perſons ſhall be guilty 
of High Treaſon, &c. And that in 
Queen Elizabeth's Time, 1t was made 
High Treaſon * to affirm, That the 


Laws and Statutes do not bind 


the Right of the Crown, and the 
Deſcent, Limitation, Inheritance, 
oz Governance thereof. This Dif- 
ficulty is only in Appearance, and not in 


Reality; for upon Examination thereof, it 


hath entirely vaniſht; and before I have 


done, I am fatisfy'd I ſhall prove to yu 


and Mr. Aldridge, 


Firſt, That Mr. Steele i is by the Articles 


of the Union warranted in thoſe Words, 
that no Power whatſoever can bar, alter, 
or make void the Hanover Succeſſion. 


Secondly, That Mr. Steele CANNOT 
be e for thoſe Words upon the 
2 of the 4th of this Queen, Cb. 8. 


13 Eliz. c. 1. Sect. 1. 


 Thirdh, 


- Thirdly, That there is an infinite Dis- 
rence between the Caſe under her preſent : 
Majeſty, and under Queen Eligabeth. | | 
Firſt, That Mr. Steele is by the Arti- 
cles of the Union warranted in thoſe Words, 
that no Power, whatſoever can bar, alter, 
or make void the Hanover Succeſſion. 


CCCCCCCCCCCCCTCC0CCC0 5356, 1 „ 
It is: an indiſputable Rule in Law, that 
as high a Poser is requiſite to annul any 
Ad, as to do it; and that an inferior 
Power cannot repeal the Act f a ſuperior 
Ran. banged! ff) "TN 


Itꝭ is likewiſe an / undeniable . Rule in 
Law, that a delegated Power cannot be 5 
extended further than the Delegatars ex- ' 3 
pneſdit; and that any Defect in ſuch de- . = 
8 egated Power cannot be remedied but by 
therDelegators of the firſt Power. 
According then to theſe two Rules, I 
ſay that by the Articles of the Union, the. 
Succeſſion to the Crowns of theſe Realms, 
ſettled by Acts of Parliament, after the 
Demiſe of her Majeſty without Iſſue, up- 
on the moſt IIluſtrious Princeſs: Sophia, 
Electoreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager of Han- | 
oder, and the Heirs of her Body being = 
baer 8 . Rom a | 
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Proteſtants, is not only Now Unaltergble F 
by any. Power on Farth, but For Ever, 
. | 1 
= For all tlie Articles of the Union would 2 
5 luave been unalterable, if the Parliaments 
8 of England and Scotland. by the ſaid Ar- 
ticles, had mot impower d the Parliament r 
of Great. Britain to make Alterations there- t 
in: the Power by which the Parliament of t 
Great. Hritain can make any Alteration in 
theſe Articles, is derived to them from the 

4 reſpective Parliaments of England and 
Scotland. This delegated Power, if it be 
not general, can be extended or exerciſed = 
no farther than the Parliaments of Big 
land and Scotland expreſt it in the Arti- 
cles; nor can be enlarged but by the Par- 
liaments of England and Scotland : If thoſe © 
Parliaments are Not in Being, then chere] 

is None in Being from whom ſuch Enlarge- 

ment of Power can flow. There cannot 

nom flow any ſuch Enlargement of Power, 
becauſe the Parliaments of Exgland” and 
Scotland, the Fountain Head thereof, are 
No longer in Being. The Power then of 
the Parliament of Great- Britain muſt re- 
main as it is expreſt; and as expreſt, muſt 
be purſued; and by deing purſued, cannot 
extend 
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extend to thoſe Articles of the Union in 
which no- mention is made of their being 

e fubje to ſuch Regulations and Altera- 
tions as ſhall, be thought proper to be 
made by the Parliament of Great Britain; 
Id and as not being So ſubject, are So ratified, 
s approved and confirmed. Now among thoſe 
1- & Articles of the Union in which there 1s 
nt no ſuch mention made, is the ſecond Ar- 


e- ticle concerning the Hanover Succeſſion ; - 
of the Words whereof are theſe, {1 


That the Succeſſion to the Monarchy 
* of the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
rain, and of the Dominions thereto be- 
longing, after her moft ſacred Majeſty, = = 
and in Default of Iſſue of her Majeſty, 5 
be, remain, and continue to the moſt I 
Excellent ' Princeſs Sophia, Electoreſs 

and Dutcheſs-Dowager of Hanover, - 

and the Heirs of her Body, being Pro- 

teſtants, upon whom the Crown of Eu- 

gland is ſettled by an Act of Parliament 

made in England in the 12th Year of 

the Reign of his late Majeſty King -4 
William the Third, intitłd, An Act for . 
the further Limitation of the Crown, _ i | 
and better ſecuring the Rights and li. 

BY So oa = r / 


PF? 12 1 zi 
berties of the Subject : And that all if 
Papiſts, and Ru . marrying Papiſts, 
* ſhall be excluded from, and for ever 
e incapable to inherit, poſſeſs, or enjoy 
the Imperial Crown of Great Britain, 
« and the Dominions thereunto belonging, | 
or any Part thereof: And in every ſuch 
Caſe, the Crown and Government ſhall 
« from time to time deſcend to, and be 
c enjoyed by ſuch Perſon, being A Prote- J 
” fog as ſhould have inherited and en- 
* joye ed the ſame, in caſe ſuch Papiſt, or 
Ferſon marrying a Papiſt, was naturally 
« dead, according to the Proviſion, for 
< the Deſcent of the Crown of England, 
„made by another Act of Parliament, in 
« England, in the Firſt Year of the Reign 
5 + their late Majeſties K. William and 
Q. Mary, intitled, An Act declaring the 
% Rights and Liberties of the Subject, 
c and ſettling the Succeſſion of the 


„ Crown,” 


c 


- 
c 


N 


And that the Parliaments of Enelandl 
and Scotland are not in Being, is evident, 
becauſe the Kingdems (in the Plural Num- 
ber) of England and Scotland, eren 
they maſt be the Parliaments, are not in 


Being; ; 
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Being; but the Kingdom (in the /ingula# 
Number) of Great Britain, with the Par- 
liament (in the /mgular Number) thereof, 


riſes in their ſtead. 


But a Queſtion may here be askt, I he- 
ther the Parliament of Great-Britain hath 
not, ſince the Union, as full, ample, and 
extenſive a Power, Authority, and Futiſ- 
diction, as the Parliaments of England 
and Scotland, © hefore the Union, had in 
their reſpective Kingdoms : And if the 
Parliament of Great-Britain hath ; Whe- 
ther they can't alter the Article of” the 


Succeſſion, as well as the Parliament of 


England ſettle the Succeſſion & 5 

To this I anſwer, That the naming the 
Parliament of Great-Britain doth ſuppoſe 
the Continuance of the Union; this Con- 
tinuance of the Union doth fuppoſe all 


Acts and Proceedings of that Parliament 
agreeable thereto ; for whillt this Union 


continues, all Acts repugnant to = of 
Lp 


the unalterable Articles thereof are NULL 
and VOID; and therefore if the Parlia- 


ment of Great, - Britain ſhould paſs an 
Act to bar, alter, or make void the Han- 


over 


| 
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over--Succe/ſion, ſuch AR would IPSO 


FACTO - be Null and Void. So that, 
previous to any ſuch Alteration in the 


Succeſſion, the Union it felf muſt be di{- 
ſolvd; whereby the Parliament of Great- 
Britain would be diſſolv'd of Courſe; and 
then, to make a new Settlement of the 
Crown, the reſpective Parliaments of Eng- 
land and Scotland muſt be ſummon'd, as 
before the Union: For no other Power 
could do it. Hrſt, That Aſſembly of Men, 
before ſuch Diſſolution of the Union, 


call'd the Parliament of Great-Britain, 


could not; becauſe the Union, by Vir- 
tue of which they fat, being diflolv'd, 
they muſt be diſſolvd of Courſe, there 
being no ſuch Kingdom as Great-Britain, 
whereof they muſt be the Parliament; 
and by being diffolv'd, they could have 
no more Power or Authority to make a 
Law, than the Parliaments now and al- 
ways have had after their Diſſolution, 
Secondly, They could not, as a Parliament 
of England : 1. For the ſame Reaſon that 


they could not as a Parliament of Great- E: 


Britain. 2. Becauſe to a Parliament of 


England, the Scotch Neg were never 


ſummon'd as Scorch Peers, but as Engliſh 
| Cena, 


* 
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15 
Peers ; nor the Counties, Cities and Bur- 
roughs of 'Scotland, ever ſent their Repre- 
ſentatives. 3. Becauſe ſummon'd as a Par- 
liament of Great- Britain, and not as 2 
Parliament of :England. Thirdly, Nor 
could they 4s a Parliament” of Scotland, 
not only for the Reaſons already alledged, 


but becauſe they would not be aſſembled 


in Scotland, as all Parliaments of Scotland 
ouglit to be. Therefore Þ conclude, that 
whilſt the Union laſts, ' No' Power what- | 
ever can bar, alter, or make void the 
lanover Succeſſion; nor, if the Union 
were diſſolvable, till it be diſſolved, and 
the reſpective Parliaments of England and 
Scotland fummon'd as before the Union: 
But if the Union be: not diffolvable, as at 
There F think it is not, then I do affirm, 
hat no Power whatſoever can bar, alter, 
or make void the Hanover Sucoe/ſion - 
and that therefore Mr. SEELE is by the 
Words. of the Union warranted in _ 
ords; 259 Vt: 


Seconitlly. dos, Mr. 8 CAN- 


NOT — proſecuted for thoſe Words, 


upon the Statute: of the —_— of this Queen, 
Ne 8. 


This 


OE 


g F „„ , —— = 
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"Thi A, 1 know 1s agel * to 
extend to a Power or Act Executory; and 
if fo, then Mr.STEELE may be proſecuted 
thereon : and their Reaſon is, becauſe it 
repeals the Succeſſion Article of the Union, 


in that part which relates to its Unalte- 
rableneſs. But this I take to be a very 
grofs Miſtake; for, 1/7, That Article, 
declar d to be unalterable, cant be alterd 
by the Parliament of Great. Britain, for 
the Reaſons already alledged. 24h, This 


Act extends ONLY to a Power or Act 
Executed, not Exetutory : Iſt, Becauſe 
made ſolely: againſt the Jacobites, Non- 


jurors, Papiſts; exc. who exclaim'd againſt 
the Act of Settlement, that it was Null 
and Void, as being prejudicial to the right 
Heir. 2dly; Becauſe made, as appears by 
the _— Act itſelf, to ſtrengthen and 
confirm the Act of Settlement already 
made. And if theſe things be true; then 
it follows, that it is ONLY declaratory 
of a Power or Act Executed, and not of 
a Power or Act Hxecutory : And if it 
extends ONLY to a Power or Act Exe- 
cuted, then Mr. Steele cannot be proſecu- 


ted thereon : ; becauſe to ground a Froſe- | 
cution | 


' jun by 2 fant heb wp hand. 


es 


cution thereon, it muſt extend ONLY. 
to a Power or Act Executory, which it 

doth not: Therefore I conclude that Mr. 
| Steele: CANNOT be proſecuted for thoſe 
| Words upon the Statute of the 4th of this 


Queen, Chap. 8. & 32 


= Laſth, That there is an infinite Dife- 
7 rence between the. Caſe under her preſent. 
| Majeſty, and under Queen Eliza$eth. 


For, 


First, Under Queen Elizabeth, the ſame 
Power that had at any time limited the 
Succeſſion, was. ſtill in Being, and fo had 
ſtill a Power to alter it; but now the 
Powers that ratify'd the Articles of U- 
nion, by which the Parliament of Great: 
Britain was authoriz d to alter ſome, but 
not others of thoſe Articles; thoſe Powers, 
1 fay, are no longer in Being. 


\ Secondly, If Mr. Aldridge had but quo- 
ted all the Statute of 13 Flix. cap. 1. you 
g would have ſeen at firſt View, that his 
Quotation out of it is nothing to the 
14 705 : For, Section the Firſt, of which 
ne hath given you a part, extends ONLY, 


* 
op 


FA 
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* Deſtruction or Bodily Harm to the 
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to the Queens Poſſeſſion of the Crown, as || © 


is evident from the Words thereof, 


It ſhall be High Treaſon to intend 


„Queen, or to levy War, or to move 
* others to War againſt her : or to af- a 


« firm, That the Queen ought not to 


enjoy the Crown, but ſome other Per- 

* ſon; or to publiſh, That the Queen is « 
an Heretick, Schiſmatick, Tyrant, Infi- « 
« del, or Uſurper of the Crown; or to 
& claim Right to the Crown; or to uſurp il « 
« the ſame during the Queen's Liſe ; or 
“ to affirm the Right in Succeſſion | of 
« the Crown in ſome other than the 


<< Queen, or * to affirm, That the Lam: « 


« and Statutes do not bind the Right of ij «« 
the Crown, and the Deſtent, Limitation, i « 
* Inheritance, or Governance thereof.” i <- 


And, 


\ 
ow 


— 8 * 


—— — 


* Some few Days after her Corona- « 


* tion, a Parliament was holden, where 
« it was, by general Voice of all Men, i « 
« Enacted, © That the Lady Elizabeth ll © 
was, and (to uſe the very Words of the | 

5 Statute) 


c 


* 


bis wut , 


— * a ww 
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And *tis Section the cond, that ex- 


tends to the ſettling the Succeſſion ah 
ter her Demiſe without Ijjue of her 
Boay; as plainly appears from the Words 
thereof, 

1 Whoſoever ſhall, during the Queen 8 
« Life, by any Book, or Work written, 
cor printed, expreſſy "affirm (before the 


fame be ee by een that 


——ç any 


14 N ought 5 the Law of” God, the, 
* Common Law of England, and the Sta-. 
© te of tbe Realn, 0 be the lawful | 


0 undoubtęd and moſt certain Queen of 


England, nd, and was | jo Iy- and lawfully 


* ;/ſued. from the Blood Royal, according 
* ra. the Order of Succeſſion preſcribed ty 


37 


the Eftates of the Realm, 72 the 35th 
« Tear of Henry tbe Eight 


Never- 
be theleſs the Statute wherein her Father 


% HA excluded her and Queen Mary 


y IS. 1 
— 4, hk 


+ * from the Succeſſion of the Crown, was 


not repealed. Wherein Bacon's 7 iſclom 


(upon whom, .as the Oracle of the Law, 


* FRE Queen wholly relied in ſuch Matters ) 
in ſome Mens Opinion failed him; eſpeci- 


$ al confi ſdering that Northumberland had 


C 2 IM objected 


— —— 


— 
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any one particular Perſon is, or ought to 
© be Heir and Succeſſor to the Queen, ex- 
< cept the fame be the Natural Hue'of her 
© Body, &c. ſhall for the firſt Offence be 
« 2 whole Lear impriſon'd, and forfeit =o 

| ; | 1 cc Us 


* objected it againſt, Qusen Mary and her, 
© and in that reſpect Queen Mary bad re- 
* pealed it as Fo as concerned herſelf”) |} 
* and ſome ſeditious Perſons afterwaras | 
e 700k occaſion thereby to attempt dangerous | 
Matters agginſt ber, as not being lawful} 
25 Queen „ albeit that the Engli Laws | 
* have long ſince. pronounced, That the 
* Crown once worn, quite taketh away all 
<< Defects, whatſoever : Bit by others it 
ct was iinputed to Bacon's Wiſdom, who, | 
* in ſogreat.a Perpleciiy and Hiconſtancy of 
&« Acts and Statutes, wheregs thoſe things, 
ce that made for O. Elizabeth feemed to be 
* joined with the Ienominy and Diſgrace of 
* Q. Marv, world not new gall the Sore 
&* which was with Age overskinned ; and 
© therefore applied himſelf unto that Act off 
* the 35th Tear of Henry 8.. which in 4 
* manner proviueth for both their Fames 
* and Dignities alike.”  Cambden's Eliz. 
Anno Regm 2. p. 18. | 


[=] 


& his Goods: ; and for the fecond Offence, 


= «ſhall incur the Penalty of a Premunire. 
her So that the Law of 13 Els. concerning 


be the Succeſſion, is concerning a Power Exe- 
half | c1tory, not Executed; whereas J have 
his ſhewn before, that the 4th of her preſe nt . 


5 Majeſty is a Law concerning a Power Exe- 

ber, cured, not Executory + ſo that the Diffe- 
'»-- rence is manifeſt,” Aq O 

elf) | I have now given you; my Opinion- in ER. 
25 ſew Words, becauſe you like it beſt. 

0% If Mr. Aldridge hath been induſtrious in 


57 railing Doubts and Scruples among: ꝙour 
we N — — be you as induſtrious in un- 
the deceiving them, and thereby in preventing 
yally the Contagion ſpreading : It you judge it 
t proper, you may tell your Neighbours ,_ 

that this is my Gpinien, and my W 55 
cy N * which 1 ſhall ſtick, 


A -nutfo I am, Dear Sir, 
Tour faithful 5 


9 | Middle Temple, and humble Servant, 
ct of N Th: | | * 


THOMAS STAIN ES. 
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"POSTSCRIPT. 


0 vial an O5 ection that ma 'be 
raiſed from thoſk Words that I 

= Page ro. That the Hanover Succeſs 
fon ig not only NOW UNALTERABLE, 
by any — on Earth, bus FOR EVER 
80. 2 as if J thereby affirmed, that 
after that Succeſſion had taken Effect, 
the Legiſlative Power could not make 
any — therein: To oviate, I ſay, 
ſuch an Objection, I do declare, That f 
intended no more by. the aforeſaid Words, 
than that the Legiſlative Power cannot 
NOW by any Act or Law, bar that Fa- 
mily from coming to the Crown upon 
the Demiſe of her Majeſty without Iſſue 
of her Body; and not, That after that 
Family had come to the Poſſeſſion of 


Crown, that- THEN the Legiſlative 


Power could not alter the Succeftion in 


that F ally = For as I have affirm d, 
| That 


TR]. 
That the Legiſlative Power cannot NOW 
by any Act or Law, bar that Family 
from coming to the Crown upon the De- 
miſe of her Majeſty without Iſſue of 
her Body 5 fo do I affirm, That after 
that Family is come to the Crown, the 


| Legiſlative Power may alter the Succeſſion 


in that Famil. 1 4 


we 
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